New Immigration Pilots For Rural And
Francophone Minority Communities
Forthcoming

Update May 22, 2024: IRCC has opened the Rural Community Immigration Pilot and the
Francophone Community Immigration Pilot for applications. Interested organizations
must apply online using a dedicated IRCC guestionnaire, by July 2, 2024. IRCC will
then select up to 15 communities to participate in the pilots based on their economic
needs and the availability of services and programs to assist newcomers, among other
criteria.

March 6, 2024: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) has announced it
will open new immigration pilot programs for rural and Francophone minority
communities sometime between September and November 2024. The Rural Community
Immigration Pilot will offer a permanent residence pathway for foreign nationals who
can help address critical labor shortages and live long-term in small rural
communities in Canada. The Francophone Community Immigration Pilot will focus on
increasing the number of French-speaking foreign nationals settling in Francophone
minority communities outside of Quebec, building on the Canadian government’s target
plans for French-speaking immigrants outlined in the 2024-2026 Immigration Levels
Plan. IRCC will open the application process for both pilots soon between March and
May 2024 to select communities that will participate in the pilot programs.
Additional details on the eligibility criteria and the application process are
forthcoming. Furthermore, IRCC also announced that it is working toward establishing
the Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot Program (a community-driven program to help
rural and northern communities attract, integrate and retain foreign skilled workers
to meet that area’s labor market needs) as a permanent immigration program in Canada.

The content of this article is intended to provide a general guide to the subject
matter. Specialist advice should be sought about your specific circumstances.
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